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A Whitewashed Hollywood 

 Race in America is a topic in today’s society that sparks fervid discussions and debates 

about important racial issues affecting the multitude of cultures and peoples in America. It is not 

a surprise that racial discrimination, despite efforts to prevent it and disguise it, still plays a large 

role in many aspects of the modern world. More specifically so, the effects of racial 

discrimination or even simply a lack of diversity can be prevalently seen in the Hollywood film 

industry. As shown through the world of Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat etc., social 

media or rather any form of media, has a significant influence over societal views and 

expectations. With mass media like the film industry having such an important and influential 

role on American culture, it really prompts one to consider how well the media represents the 

reality of American culture as not just a whitewashed society, but a mixing pot of people from 

various backgrounds. Even today there continues to be misrepresentation in an industry that has 

been around since the early 1900s. There is no denying that not only is there a lack of 

opportunities for Asian American actors and actresses, but a lack of an accurate representation of 

the Asian American community in modern day Hollywood. 
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Source: Deni Elliott, Ethics Unwrapped-McCombs School of Business 

 The image shown above provides a visual to showcase how Hollywood and the film 

industry reflects race and diversity. Here, a filmmaker sits on top of the world holding a mirror. 

The filmmaker himself is white and inside the mirror he holds is a diverse group of people. 

Although at first the image may indicate Hollywood’s attempts at representing every group, the 

reality is, not every race is being accurately represented, or even represented at all. Some of the 

people are larger or more in front while others are shoved aside or just barely squeezed in. Not 

everyone can fit into the mirror of Hollywood, and many times, the “mirror” can be distorted. As 

shown in the image of the white filmmaker, it is clear that the film industry is attempting to 

represent race in the eyes of a “white Hollywood” which often leads to miscast, stereotypical 

roles. 

  



Source: Tak Toyoshima, “Never Gets the Girl (aka Hollywood Thanks)” 

 Tak Toyoshima’s comedic comics comment on the issues with stereotypical roles for 

Asian Americans in Hollywood. In this particular comic, Toyoshima illustrates three instances in 

which the hero is being thanked by the girl for saving the day. The first two are with white and 

black heroes depicted as buff, chiseled men with the girl swooning over them while the last one 

is with an Asian man depicted as the stereotypical scrawny Asian being friend-zoned by the girl. 

In this comic, Toyoshima sarcastically questions why the “Asian hero never gets the girl.” 

Despite the sarcastic exaggeration, the point Toyoshima makes is unmistakably clear. He points 

out the cliche of the Asian hero never being seen as more than just a friend, even though in the 

comic the Asian man does the most out of the three to save the day. It is as if no matter what the 

Asian man does, the stereotype will always define him. With this comic, the illustrator reinforces 

that race overpowers everything else in Hollywood compared to an actor or actresses ability. 

Like Toyoshima shows through his comic, Asian Americans in the film industry are constantly 

being overlooked, and this holds true in the recent revelations of the #Oscarssowhite. As shown 



in the article written by Deena Zaru for CNN, in the almost 80 years that the Oscars have been 

around, only one Asian American has won best supporting actor and only one has won for best 

supporting actress; zero have won for best actor and actress, and zero have won for directing 

(Zaru). Not only are Asian Americans being overlooked or stereotyped, but they are not given 

enough of an opportunity in the film industry for many to even get cast into roles. 

Source: Tak Toyoshima, “Secret Asian Man” 

In another Tak Toyoshima cartoon, his use of humor once again provides comic relief on 

the more serious issue of the lack of roles for Asian Americans in Hollywood. Depicted in this 

picture, a literal “starving asian actor” is begging on the streets for change―whether it be for 

money or a change of the system―because of the lack of acting roles for Asians in Hollywood. 

Another man walks by and stops to try to help him find an acting job, but each job opportunity 



he lists is a role stereotyped for an Asian actor which the begging man does not fit into. In the 

film industry it is no secret or surprise that a large majority of the roles being cast for Asian 

American actors and actresses are those that include a racist or stereotyped depiction of what 

white Hollywood generalizes of Asians. The amount of times the Asian American actor or actress 

played the super smart nerd who only cared about his or her grades or, like the image says, the 

“thin hitman ninja,” “foreign dignitary,” or “import race car driver,” overshadows the 

opportunities available for Asian American actors and actresses to play a role for their acting 

abilities, and not just the ones available for the color of their skin. 

!  

Source: David Chiu, Concept by Chewy May, Broke Ass Stuart, 24 March 2017 

Even when there are roles specifically meant to be played by Asian Americans, like 

depicted in this picture, those opportunities are stripped away in favor of white actors and 



actresses. When the live action remake for Ghost in the Shell, based off a Japanese manga and 

anime movie, came out in March of 2017, Scarlett Johansson and the movie directors received 

serious backlash for replacing the main Asian based character with Scarlett Johansson. The 

cartoon by David Chiu illustrates Johansson speaking out against the controversy and defending 

their decision to cast her for the role. She affirms the importance of diversity and takes on a 

feminist stance emphasizing the fact that it is a movie that is going to be featuring a strong 

female role. However, Chiu showcases the irony in her statements as he draws her standing on 

top of a platform supported by Asian American actresses who could have been chosen to 

represent the Japanese originated movie in place of her. In the picture she mentions the “weight 

of such a big property on her shoulders”, but in reality she is the white actress who will be 

stepping all over the literal platform (the plank she stands on) and also the metaphorical platform 

(the movie) in which Asian Americans are being represented.  
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Source: Luis Buenaventura, “Whitewashing”, Cartoon Movement, May 9 2017 

 “Ghost in the Shell” was not even the first movie where white actors and actresses were 

cast in an ethnic role in place of someone of that race. In this powerful cartoon aptly named, 

“Whitewashing,” artist Luis Buenaventura accurately represents the white washing over films in 

Hollywood over the years. Each doll in the box is representative of a movie where an ethnic 

character, most of them Asian American, was played by a white actor or actress. The robot arms 

painting the dolls with the white paint has the American flag painted on it symbolizing America 



as the one doing the white washing. In the cartoon, all the dolls who have been whitewashed 

look identical and perfectly white, almost in a way that suggests that painting them all white 

makes them look better and more refined. However, as seen in the picture, it is clear that by 

white washing the dolls and the characters of the movies, it strips away the diversity and true 

authenticity of the dolls and characters, even though they are still wearing the same clothes and 

hairstyle. 

 As much as Hollywood tries to disguise or turn a blind eye to racism and discrimination, 

just by looking at the small number of recognized Asian American actors and actresses, and the 

lack of an accurate representation of these Asian American actors and actresses proves that race 

plays a large part in modern Hollywood. This kind of racism and discrimination is not a new 

occurrence in America. Before the Civil War, African Americans were being enslaved and 

discriminated against for their skin color. Even though that period in history is a more drastic 

representation, it still reflects an issue relevant in today’s society. However even back then, 

change was incited to fight against discrimination. During the Reconstruction Era, no matter how 

hard it was for African Americans to rise above racism and Southern attempts at “whitewashing” 

America, the Fourteenth Amendment stood and still stands to this day to ensure that every legal 

citizen living in America deserves the rights, freedoms, and equal opportunities that comes with 

being a citizen. Although racial discrimination plays a large role in the lives of the people in 

America to this day, there is no doubt that progress has been made to fight against those 

injustices. Those same ideals of equality and justice largely present in the Reconstruction Era are 

seen in the modern world through the fight against the lack of accurate representation of Asian 

Americans in the film industry and white Hollywood of today. 
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